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Synopsis

With wisdom, compassion, and gentle humor, Parker J. Palmer invites us to listen to the inner
teacher and follow its leadings toward a sense of meaning and purpose. Telling stories from his own
life and the lives of others who have made a difference, he shares insights gained from darkness
and depression as well as fulfillment and joy, illuminating a pathway toward vocation for all who

seek the true calling of their lives.
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Customer Reviews

One thing that our world does not encourage very well is stopping and listening -- stopping and
listening to each other, stopping and listening to life around us, or stopping and listening even to
ourselves. This is a skill that, given our cultural conditioning, must be cultivated. That is one of the
things that this book by Parker Palmer, "Let Your Life Speak: Listening for the Voice of Vocation’,
strives to do -- to help the reader, the seeker, to be more attentive to life.Palmer is a well-known
author in the area of vocational care and consideration. | first encountered Palmer’s writing in
another book, The Courage to Teach, as various of us explored the meanings of our vocations as
educators in the fields of theology and ministry.Palmer states at the outset in his Gratitudes (a
wonderful substitution from the typical words Preface or Introduction) that these chapters have in
various guises appeared before. However, they have been re-written to fit together as a complete
and unified whole for the purpose of exploring vocation.Chapter 1: Listening to Life, starts as an
exploration through poetry and Palmer’s own experience in vocation. What is one called to do?

What is the source of vocation? Palmer states: "Vocation does not come from willfulness. It comes



from listening. | must listen to my life and try to understand what it is truly about -- quite apart from
what | would like it to be about -- or my life will never represent anything real in the world, no matter
how earnest my intentions.'The very word vocation implies both voice and calling. Crucial to this

understanding is that one must be present and attentive to hear that voice, that call.
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